Radiochemical characterisation, heavy metal determination and morphologic evolution of coastal sediments in the Ravenna area (Italy).
The basic aim of this work was to achieve a preliminary but integrated characterisation of an area of the Ravenna littoral coastline. The use of suitable computerised procedures has allowed the reconstruction of the morphological evolution of this area by means of historical and recent cartography. Coastal sediments were characterised by sampling 3 cores at about 2 km offshore. The following aspects were studied: 1) Mineralogical characterisation of both the total and the fine fraction of sediments by X-ray Diffraction. 2) Characteristion of sedimentary horizons by radiodating. 3)Magnetic susceptibility profiling. 4) Determination of some heavy metals (Cu, Pb, Zn, Cd) by anodic stripping voltammetry.